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are nothing short of admirable. It will change the way historians and social scientists study large-scale
economic and political transformations."-- Jon Elster, Collge de France and Columbia University "This
intellectual tour de force revolutionizes how we think about social transformations. It introduces a brilliant and
surprisingly effective new model of explanation based on an analogy with the biochemistry of life-forms. The
model's utility is convincingly demonstrated in fascinating case studies, ranging from medieval Florence to
contemporary Silicon Valley. Every social scientist interested in the problem of social change should read this
book."-- William H. Sewell, Jr., University of Chicago "This book is about the old sociological truth that the
substance of social structure--how it is known, how it operates, how it has effects--lies in the structure's history.
That truth, here discussed in terms of network autocatalytic mechanisms, has never been said as well, as
clearly, or with such profound implications for how we think about organizations and markets. A remarkable
book."-- Ronald S. Burt, University of Chicago "For the social sciences, which have been far better at explaining
how institutions behave than at understanding where they come from, this is a landmark book. Operating at
the horizon where theory and method converge, it presents a genuinely new explanation of the emergence of
novelty in a broad array of contexts. Representing social science at its best, this book will resonate through the
disciplines for a long time."-- Paul DiMaggio, Princeton University "This book revitalizes the study of social,
political, and economic change by linking it to the classic sociological understanding of society as interlocked
institutions that borrow from and transform one another. Its rich...
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