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indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 Excerpt: . than colleges and hospitals. With such endowments they would be
placed within reach of all. The view so generally maintained by the medical profession, that ten should be the
minimum age for entering our public schools, if carried into effect, would lead to radical improvements in the
management of children. In our public schools about two-thirds of the whole number are in the primary
grades, the great majority of whom never go on beyond these grades, and are entirely dependent on the public
schools for whatever education they do receive. While the major portion of those who continue in the grammar
and higher grades are precisely those who are well enough off to obtain an education, were there no public
schools. Now from this statement it is obvious that the State should expend its strength in perfecting the
primary grades. It is equally obvious that the vast and increasing sums which the State now expends and must
continue to expend upon the primary grades, will accomplish threefold service for the tax-paying public if
expended upon pupils of a somewhat mature mind and body, instead of upon those comparatively immature,
and in many respects unfit for school room labor. From this standpoint the question in hand becomes not less
important as one of educational statesmanship, than it is recognized to be of public hygiene. Let the medical
profession continue the good fight so ably commenced, and the next century will place upon its brow a
chaplet...
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