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Excerpt from Sardis, Vol. 1: Publications of the American Society for the Excavation of Sardis; The Excavations,
1910 1914 The above historical considerations, taken only as applying to Sardis itself or to Lydia, are important
enough, but in connexion with the geographical position of the city they become of even greater significance,
especially for the solution of vexing questions as to the origin and development of Aegean, lonian and Greek
cultures. We have to remember that Sardis was never an lonian city. Lydia bordered upon the lonian states, and
at times embraced them; but the civilization Of Lydia, its language and its art, certainly had origins very
different from those of their lonian counterparts. Indeed we know from herodotus and from other Greek writers
that the lonians looked upon Lydian culture as Older than their own. Radet9 and hogarth3 go so far as to
assume that interior Lydia could boast of a comparatively high civilization before that of Asiatic Greece had
come into being in the cities of the lonian littoral. After the establishment of Greek culture in Asia it is evident
that the lonians on the coast maintained most intimate relations with Lydia from the archaic period onwards,
and that it was the Lydians with whom they carried on their most important trade from the earliest days of
their history. On the other hand we have contemporary proofs of the relations that existed between Lydia and
Assyria in the seventh century; and much has been written to Show that in far earlier times Lydia was in indirect
communication. With Mesopotamia through the medium of the Hatti, who...
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