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7.4in. x 0.2in.Excerpt: . . . importance after the time of Rubens
and his followers whom we call Flemish artists. There were good
painters, certainly, belonging to the schools of Flanders; but
these schools had reached their highest excellence and were on
the decline, and so we pass to the Dutch school, or the painters
of Holland. There was doubtless a very early school of Dutch
painters, dating back to the fourteenth century even; but the
records of it are so imperfect, and so few pictures remain from
its early days, that for our purpose it is best to pass over the
fifteenth century and say that during the sixteenth century the
painters of Holland gave up the painting of Pg 177 sacred
subjects very largely, and began to take on the characteristics of
what is generally known now as the Dutch School. This school is
distinguished for its portraits, which form a large and important
part of its painting; next for its domestic scenes, which are
realistic and true to life in an astonishing degree. At the
beginning of the seventeenth century...
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