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Sex - Volume 6 By Havelock Ellis An Early 20th Century Study The Definition of ProstitutionProstitution Among
SavagesThe Influence of Christianity on ProstitutionThe Sexual Instinct in ProstitutesThe Physical and Psychic
Characters of ProstitutesThe Decay of the BrothelThe Charm of VulgarityThe OrgyThe Religious Origin of the
OrgyThe Feast of FoolsRecognition of the Orgy by the Greeks and RomansThe Orgy Among Savages Traditional
morality, religion, and established convention combine to promote not only the extreme of rigid abstinence but
also that of reckless license. They preach and idealize the one extreme; they drive those who cannot accept it to
adopt the opposite extreme. In the great ages of religion it even happens that the severity of the rule of
abstinence is more or less deliberately tempered by the permission for occasional outbursts of license. We thus
have the orgy, which flourished in mediAEval days and is, indeed, in its largest sense, a universal manifestation,
having a function to fulfil in every orderly and laborious civilization, built up on natural energies that are
bound by more or less inevitable restraints. The consideration of the orgy, it may be said, lifts us beyond the
merely sexual sphere, into a higher and wider region which belongs to religion. The Greek orgeia referred
originally to ritual things done with a religious purpose, though later, when dances of Bacchanals and the like
lost their sacred and inspiring character, the idea was fostered by Christianity that such things were immoral.
Yet Christianity was itself in its origin an orgy of the higher spiritual activities released from the uncongenial
servitude of classic civilization, a great festival of the poor...
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