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Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Dryden s Fable of the Hind and the Panther: Considered With Regard to the
Ecclesiastical Policy of James the Second Times were troublesome in England when James the Second was at
the head of the nation. In 1685 - 1688 the royal power made eGorts for the last time to undermine the liberties
and rights of the nation, political as well as personal and religious, it tried every means to establish an absolute
government at the expense of national privileges and prerogatives of the parliament. It is well known that
James the Second did not meet with success. The constitution of England proceeded save, even strengthened
from the conflict, and never since a king of England could succeed to modify it in favour of the crown. That
short reign of James the Second, as it is worthy already for this political reason to be studied with the greatest
attention, seems no less important to an ecclesiastical historian and to every one who takes an interest in the
history of development of the Church of England. James the Second, the last of the sovereign Stuarts and as I
believe, the least too, was also the last king of England confessing himself a Catholic. He, the last, tried to
overthrow the edifice of Established Church and to convert by force or inconstitutional means the nation to
Catholicism. - Conviction, however, cannot be obtruded. It is obvious that those pertinacious attempts of
converting the English nation to Catholicism have been the very cause of James misfortune. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is
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