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illustrated. 1850 Excerpt: . . . of the Southern States, who, being about to take up some worthless land, with a
view of passing it off as being of a superior quality to what it really was, stuck down some twigs of black walnut,
hickory, oak, dogwood, and c. , intending thereby to represent them as the natural growth of the soil. The
sticking of these twigs down was intended to cheat the purchaser. A similar use is made of the prayer book of
1786, to cheat the societies by representing all that was done by the Conference of 1784 as being done in
accordance with Mr. Wesleys counsel and recommendation, and when it was done, as meeting with his entire
approbation. It was for this purpose, and for this alone, we solemny believe that the prayer book of 1786 was
printed; and the publication of it by Dr. Coke is not a whit behind the artifice and cunning of the Southern
surveyor. But let us examine the subject closely. 1. The prayer book of 1784 was abridged by Mr. Wesley, was
printed at his press, and was sent over to America with Dr. Coke, for the use of the American Methodists. Now,
take notice, that in this prayer book there was not one word from beginning to end, about bishops--about
episcopacy--or about an episcopal form of government. The fact is, these terms are not even mentioned in it,
much less are the things recommended. And how things can be...
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