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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****. Excerpt from On the Cotton Fibre, and on the Manner in Which It Unites With Colouring Matter:
Communicated to the Chemical Society The attraction which is attributed to porosity or capillarity we know to
be an attraction of surface; but it is one in which, in consequence of its structure, the absorbing body has its
power of attraction for that which it imbibes immensely increased. The term capillarity gives but a faint idea of
the disproportion between the extent of surface of the cell which constitutes a pore in the woody fibre and the
almost mathematical line or point of matter which that cell is capable of containing. From the experiments of
Saussure, we learn that boxwood charcoal absorbs a quantity of carbonic acid 56 times greater than the
capacity of its pores, which implies the existence of a large proportion of it in the liquid state. Other porous
bodies have similar properties raw silk, linen thread, the dried woods of hazel and mulberry, although they
were found to condense but a small quantity of carbonic acid, took up 70 or 100 times their bulk of
ammoniacal gas; and Saxon hydrophane, which is nearly pure silica, absorbed 64 times its bulk of that gas. The
gas does not enter into combination with the solid which absorbs it: the air-pump alone destroys their union.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a...
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